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As··I co��ence _ this firs�. Nessletter of 1989, .which will be our fifteenth year, 
·:.may I take my usual opport:uni ty t_o thank you all for .o?upporting the NIS, \'l.i th an extra 
-·thank you to '· tho�_e who ha.v·� -�ent news and their vi�ws. I should also apologise for 

falling 'behind"wi th the production of the Ne·s.sle:tt�rs ; I will try to catch up. Mean­
while--may I assu�e · yo·u t.h::it I' make sure subsc:riptions follow the months on. the Ness­
letter headings. While on · _ the subject of subscriptions, they '"'ill remain 'as -.hey are 
for this year. The increase last· year almost �nabled me to break even, the deficit 
was less ·than ten pounds .. _ · The· feed-back I .receive· from members shows that generally 
you are happy with the s�rvice provided by the Nessletters o One or two ·have corn-

·. --mented that perhaps too much �pa�ce rvis. b.een given to what they consider the petty 
squabbles of champions of varicius opposi-te views; One member suggested that the space 
would •e better devoted to news of the research going on at the loch. I agree whole­
he�rtedly .. However there is, .unfortunately, very little research going on. To those 
of .us �ith, o�r .great interest, ·even obsession, in the mystery at Loch Ness, it still 
?eems strange that there is so little serious_ work don� at _the loch. Aidrian Shine 
'and. the Loch Ness Project are the only group doing, or. organising research work at 

·.the loch, and I report . on them as well as I am able. Eric Be9kjord, from the grand 
so�nding National Cryptozoological Society, h�s mounted expeditions for a season or 

·two. These I have reported. However, it ·should be borne in mind th�t these have con­
sisted 9f two or t�ree persons visiting the loch for a limited period, and producing 
qu�stionable results·• The Academy of Applied Sc ience , under the guidance ·of Bob Rines, 
has not �one any real work at the loch for a number of year_s, although Bob· and his 
family �sually manage ut least one visit each ye�r.. He dedicated a great deal of time 
and e_ffort to the search a decade -:J.go, but time takes its toll� and other issues in 
life become more important� There was the ISCAN expedition in 1983; this was a high­
tech effort but just a one-off. This leaves us with a rel�tively small number of 
independent efforts, which I �eport on .. wten I redeive details from the participants . 

,, ·Over .the years Doug Mac far lane. has been· v.iork:ing at -th·e loch during his holidays.. He 
is improving and trying to· perfect }:lis sonar · system , but 'members ·may be aware of tha� 

. because·Doug has been kind-enough to send news .Pf his work for the Nessletterso The 
·same is true of Alastair Boyd who mounts an extend�d camera watch overUrqnhart Bay, 

. ·.: mainly during his· summer vacations. I spend my holidays. on the· lochside , and while 
I may not . be the mos·t dedicated of watchers , I spend ·a.s much time hy the water with 
my camera - as I can. ·One point to be made about the above, our efforts would not be 
possible - without the help an� co-operation of our wives tmd families,· ·Margaret, Sue 
and. Doris . The situation was the· same over the years with Tim Dinsdale, who was 
encouraged and supported in his work by his wife, Wendy, a marvellous lady, and 
family . _There have been the odd-ball expeditions, such as Steve Whittle's cage in 
1984, _and_various groups on what are really publicity jaunts .. _ Other members visit 
the _.loch from time to time, and I report on these �if they send me ·word of their 
visits. Occasionally the·se members tell of seeing other. people , usually ones and 
twos, who seem to he monster watching in·a more organised manner than the ordinary 
tourist. They show up parked in lay-bys on the quieter B 852 road (sputh shore ) , 
with "Qinoculars or telesc opes 0.na cameras on·: tripods, 'each quietly ·doing their own 
thing" Although. I. always think it is good to know th,�� '· �s we_ car+Y on with the 
mundane tasks of everyday living, most· of us far rerri�v�d- from thE;. loch, there was · 
�omeone up _ there watching·at least a sm�l' piece of ��� - loch . Twq;who have done this 
are Va.l- Smith ?-nd Antony Sharratto Val wa� in Scotland. with his _wife and boys· last 
August, s.taying with - friends in Inverness � They did flOt have a car SQ.I do not know 
h9w m�ch time they were able to· spend at the·loch. o t�. �id. prevenb· them following Up 
a sighting they were told of. Antony wrote in early October with.�ews.that he and 
his fat�er h�d an excellent holiday� the loch . ·He did not say just when they had 
been' the�e' I or .h�\Y long they stayed· (I presumed ·about t�o .weeks). ':ple;y- stayed at the 
Foyers �otel, for . al� hut two nights • .  They· drove'west ·arid' visited Loch Morar for 

·t�ose days. They had planned t0 take a·:boat ·out on Morar, but ; ltne weather was awful 
with _ rain, wind and· mist.- .. While at Loch··Ness they ·spe'nt mos.t o� t,heir time wq.tching 
thEt loch from Foyers. foint o ·They observed nothi.rig· more ··unu�ual. t,han a few o{ the 
multi-�umped type waye form, the odd .leaping salmon �· and· the steady advance of small 
rain-�torms tr.avt::lling towards us from the· directio:q..-of C3.stle Urquhart • .  Interesting 
in· th� '!,ight of the 'Piece about Steua.rt. Campbell' s ·article on. wayes _ ( NIS�.9 -� , and how 
easi�y -'he consid,ers they can be misinterprete·d·, that he're' again we have someone else 



who knows exactly what is happening. Alth.ough Aritony has been holidaying at the 
loch almost every year since l97fi, starting·�s · a youngster with the familyo One 
other side trip was another climb up Mealfuarvonie, which they climbed first in 1981. 
He says "The view from the top �s �bsoluteiy marvellouso The mountains of Sutherland 
are seen to the north, and on a· clear ·day ·tie3.jt'ly the entire length of the Great Gl�n 

· is spread out before you. It's a c·r.�cking" po.si tion to watch the Ness from - that is, 
if your· bipoculars �re powerful enough!" Anto�y is one of our newer members, and 
from the· Nessletters he has had h.e says he haf§· noticed that we have .many memb�rs 
visiting the loch at· different· timeso He- suggested that perhaps we should try to 
organise a more collective effort.� I have p�t tne idea forward on a few occasions 
over the years, wi�hout any real response. What I do to try to put members together, 
ib to print details of anyone.going to the lo�h, if they wish, and send them to me, 
of course. Along these lines I can say that Antony hopes to make another trip to the 
loch early this year, and perhaps borrow a better camera to take, but he was unable 
to giv� precise dateso 

So firstly I like to give news of ·sightings in the Nesslettersc Not always 
possible as there is no central point to which·people can report their experiences; 
also m�ny do not wish to do so. Local residents may take the trouble to contact the 
lOCRl papers, b�t Visitors, while m��nly Very interested, USUally haVe limited time 
to spare to seek out the press. The Lo·ch Ness Monster Exhibition does attract some 
reports, but tkings are very hit ·and' miss� Then to report on the work- and findings 
of groups and· individuals, rese·.�.rching; investigating or watching at the loch, as 
al_r.eady explained, that is somewhat' thin on the groundo I then ·progress on to 
memhers1 news and general news from around the are� of the loch, various theories, 
and the. discussion they may arouseo Books and magazine/newspaper articles on the 
subject. are wor-thy of mention� I am gald that on the whole the mix seems to please 
our members, but I am open to suggestionso Your news and views are always welcome, 
as I have �ritten many times, you are the NISo 

·odd Ends 
· · I have a few i te�s· that have lay in the fiie fo� a time. Michael Hol t joined the 

NIS last year, and was interested i� contacting other memberso I said I would pub­
lish his name and address, sorry it has taken so long. It is: 9206 Fisk Road, 
Richmond, VA 23229-5441·, U .SoAo Are there any members living in his area, or any­
where e�se for that matter, who w.ould like to .correspondo He also suggested that I 
ask members if they had any qu�ities, ·experience or training which would equip 
them for research at the locho It would be interesting to find out, although I do 
not see quite how we could put it to goo'd use 0 vfe have one member who works with 
taxidermy and model making. I often think that when we recover a body I know just 
who to contacto 

Another Amer·it;an mer:1ber · '"ho has expressed an interest in getting in touch with 
other members in his locality is Joseph Rafferty, .H.D. 156 Corliss Ave., 
203 Johnson''City, NoYo.l3790, U.S.A. Like Hichael he is also of the opinion that 
there is a large pool of varied backgrounds and experiences among our members, and 
this could spawn the unique ideas and perhaps resources that are needed to seriously 
explore the subjecto 

Another little note I h"lve had since Aunust C·Y..!!e frorJ p.;_ddy Vi ckers . It 1.·ras in 

response to NIS88 and the story about Lnchlan Stuart·and his bales of hay. Paddy 
\·ras intrigued by Lach lan-' s 'nate 1 the elusive Taylor Hay. Paddy says that t·rhen 
Lachlan ,.;as

. 
asked uho \:lO..S there at the tine of the photograph, he could hardly reply 

"a bale o' hay". He nay even, giv.en his uarped sense of hunour, have felt that his 
photo \JQ.S a "tale o 1 hay", or that it shm.-red a "tail o' hay". It could have been 
that �:ri th the pieces of tarpaulin he nay have had to "tailor hay". A nice quirky 

thouaht, and pla.y on \'lords. 

Tony Triggs sent a letter last year . He said he knous thnt thought has been 

given over the years to the use of radio beacons to · facilitate tracking of the Loch 

Ness aninals. The obvious probleos are, of ·course, to nake the initial contact and 

the inplantation. He \·rent on: "Hm.re·v'er, has anyone given consideration to the 

possibility that the aninals night a.lready be narked by radio-nctivity; especially 

since Chernobyl? Presunably they are predators at the end o'f the food ch.:iin, such 

animals tending to concentrat e radio-activity nore in�ensely than oth�rs. It 

ter:rif.ies ne to think that ri:fter so nany r:1illion years these aninals r�1ight be 
killed by huoan po l lut ion . in the 20th century. At the sane tine I uonder uhether 

, rndio-a.ctive narking night be a usefu l g·ift to Loch Ness research . Do adequate 



mea�s of detection exist? I ju$t don't. kn-o\t�,_:.b�t �.t'.rnight be a useful line of _th.ou�ht." 
Thomas Bro!Jhy,- frob Irelnnd·� is onib�;ti{ -o-ur· �ei:,er members and he_urote .uith- n feu 

observntions. He h�s never viE:i ted Loch· Ness :but· has re�d fjmny of' the books ,.,rittert 
on the subject. He not�d tp.�.t sUb-s\,irf'_nce. vis;:bil:t.ty is v�ry r:�stri�terl, peat part�cles 
etc., and surfnce untching hns �i-r.iit�t·ions. He $Ut'1ges.ted that flerial surveillance �ould 
be tiorthuhile, and said thc.lt pef}:lC1ps � ballon tet!1ered oyer the l9ch uould provide a 

sui t able platform. This I found inte�esting :as 1r�- hnve dealt uith that line of thottght 
in ·1:{  previous Nesslette�. _(NJSl.�.:9);. �n4. it ;is one o! �y m·m pet theories. Thomns say�-
that he is a ·�ural postrna� ''ith a· �q�rid of about 70 .mi les �day,· rind even though fo�es 
and badgers abound he. hever sees any./� a lthouoh rabbits nre a com�on sight. He says 
thatthe bigger the �nitnai the mor�.e�usive they seem to be, and· perhaps the same applies 
to the inhabj tants of t�e ioch. F�brn previous experience, tJh�n· he was employed as a 
lnnd surveyor, he says he knous that uork dope very early in .the morning or late .evening 
uith o'ptical equipment;. ie t heodoli.t� s p.�d levels, etc.' can l�ad t,o erroneous res.ults 

. 

due to atmospheric conditions. Thus he feels that �ny sightings occurring at such times 
even ui th field glasses, vould bear very c.lose. scrutiny ui th re.gard to size and distance. 
Also that vater complicate� thin�s even furiher, just looki�g o�er it, alo�g with vaves, 
shadO\lS' reflections ahd so oil. 'He T.'Onders hou many 'dec�rit' . sightings arise at all. 

Last July vhen ue ·di�chssed t'he .' C��sbie Photogrn�hs' in the Ness letters, MotJster 
or Bird? Tony Harr.ts,·rorth seht me a letter . in ·uhich he said "The objects are Water B� rds . 
I have seen.exactly this effect on Loch Ness many many times a�d there is no doubt in 
my mind - remenber I live sorn� 4do fee� abcve the loch and a� regu l a�ly treated to sue� 
uakes. Of ccurse I do acknm1ledge that, maybe, all·· the Hater �irds that I see. are per­
haps c..n evolved. form of pamoufiage adopted by Lo ch Ness Monsters t,o outtJi t th� um·1ary -
this �,-To'J.ld explain ho\·r the ·z4eputabie scie�tists that Clre quoted as $nying the objects 
are not uater birds ea� he �indi�Qted. 'M±nd you,· I admire anyorye· vho is capable of 
distingui�hing, in a lone rarige 35 rno colour snap, the difference bet�een a duck nnd an 
evolved duck-li�e objc�t on t;l t!lonster! !. • I hope the scientists in question uill be 
given the opportunity to· explnin, in the Ness letter, hm:l they ere c..ble. to do that �-ri th 
�uch certainty. As for th�·Crdsbie enlarge�ents, the� show nothing more, nor less, than 
g�ain patterns in t�e fiim as, I' �� sure, uill be clarified by Wyckoff vho would not 
associate hin.self '1iliinq�y- t·ri th this absolute rubbisho" Perhaps that is son.euhat 
tongue in cheek but it ddes · support my oun vieu. As to ·the s.cient ists, I hn.v� had 
little first hand contP..ct nithough I ,-.rould uelcomc it. I have received a nua�er of 
Jet ters from Erik Backjord in uhich he. states th::tt the object is not a. 't'la �er bird, nnd 
he quotes various authorities and people uho ·he sq.ys ba�k up his clr.dm. But r hnve 
enly been able to contact one of them. In a rec�ht letter E rik quoted Richard Fitter, 
t�ho uas n co-fourtder of the Loch Ness Pheriornehn lnve �t iqc .. t ion· Bureau in 1961 and is a 

llri ter and expert c-·71. birds. Rich.qi-d says thnt the ph�t�n_rn phs do _not shm1 nny kind of 
bird, an otter, a seni or a deer... I have spoken to him nnd he confirmed that. Hot�ever 
he did say that it uns the behaviour of the' object rather thrtn the clarfty of the 
photography that brought hirn.to this conclusion. He felt thnt a unter bird or usual 
mammal \'lould have subcerged rather thnn turning sharply as the pnotos seem to show, · 
'l.vhen approached by the cruiser • .. With due reverence .I do not think that is correct, the 
cruiser and yacht which preceded it, were both trnveliino slmrly nnd therefor�:fairly 
quietly, the· object hnd crossed the nnth ·of ·the craft · nnd \rc..s far· enough atT::tY from them 
not to be alnrmed _by them. The turn- t:as, I think,

.
· typical ·of· n bi�d ·uhich hnd perhaps 

sensed a fish, and 1.1ns darting nfter it. �1 though ·as I hnve ·said before ,.,hen., niergan­
sers cros� xhe loch they do not seem to b�· feeding but going from one place to another. 
But I do not think that food ·uould be p�ssed by irt r:1ost circumstances. I still feel 

. 

that allouing Erik his uildest dren�s and thc.t Crosbie cfid pho'to'graph one of the 
anir:�als, and. no·t a t·rnter bird, it is· of such quality," distance, etc., as t·o be useless 
in the identification of uhatever it \Jas. 

.. ·· 

Sighting 
I . . 

Betty Gallagher of the Loch Ness Centre has sent detn..ils of a .reported. sighting·. 
On 29th De cember at 12.05 pm father and 12 year old son, Ron and G

·
avin Carty from 

St Ives, Cambri�ge, t-rere on the tm·rer o.f Urq_uhart ,Cnst_le. The ue::lther conditions t-J:ere 
clear with bright sunshine and the loc;h t-rGl�.

· 
calm t1i th a ·very s.l if)ht �ipple .- The fath�r's 

account· is thnt his son started to dc
.sc��d . the steps and he .\'i-ns' ab�u·t _to follo\1 \'lhef:l h� 

noticed a l arge black object, rather like·.nn-.�Qpturned- boat or lnrge. rock,_ about 50 yards ' 
south of the house visible on the opp<)si te �bore o It ,_:rns st.:yf:':i.onnry for nb�ut 20 · 

seconds �nd just disappeared. He called his son nnd stnrted to video the spot, not 
very hopefully. His son, then stnnding beside hi�� pointed to a spot some lOO yards on 
nnd closer to ther.1, and sr1id 'Look, Dnd, there it is' • He suung the canera Cllld tried 
to focus on c. break in the uo.ter. But it uc.s gone very quickly, nnd that ·uas all. 



-··.�·, .---�� <; . . . ; )�-- ' . .  
Betty says they ran the tc;t_pe while they_ '¥Tere�- at. the exhibi tioh but found nothing con­
clusive. The image was very jumpy �·· probably · ��canse of the obvious �x�i tement'. I· · 
would just say that eve' i_f the, -tape h?._d been. of · good· quali t.y, :the · J;ange, I 'judge·· . . l . . . . . . 
best part of a· mil·e ·, · would make·'J:t:···doubtf:ul if it would.have-�nowed,_much.· Be�ty. 
interviewed them and passed .the· ·r-eport· o;lJ . . ·so "knowi.ng her -�xnerienp�, she must . ha:ve 
thought they had seen something: uhusual.: . . 

� . . . 
.. . ·.� : 

Not real-ly · Lo�h Ness _; but :r' have two
.-

lette_rs f�om Paul Thom�1s _-(i, hav�' j·u:�t 
noticed one is dated 7th !-larch 1988·, ·the other 7th 1'1arch 198') .. · P,au:l.: from:Avcin, · said 
iri the first that Bala,.-.North Yiaies; is the near.est lake to' him .that is �aid _to have· 
something unusual in it• He .. has visited:-it.a few times, bJ..It found- that_people·there 
were not .very keen to d'iscup.s it_. --�e di-d find .a .car park attepdant, in: 1981, ··who did 
tall him that one day he had seen =a: long ob-ject �;,.rim froin one ·side to the other. HE7 
described it. '.as long as t�r,ee .dogs' swimming 'together'' but had no; idea .what it could 
have been. .With hi� s_E\co•d · lette'r ·Paul enclosed snme cuttings from .the Evening P0st .. · ·  

The first was·� letter f�om C� t·. Holloway; .of_ Ontario, Canada. -On a visit to Bristol 
and the West·,- Holloway stopned at Weston�super-Mare, the tide was .out and there was a 
light fog. over· the wate.r . It was about 2 pm o� 20th December 1988 • .  ·Thre� a·f th,em 
saw what followed as well as a local resid,ent. A fast-moving dark object ·was seen 
skimming th�. edge of the water--line . It was we3rtched for s·everal minutes , : during 
which time· it looke� so�etimes like a whale b!eaching, at others like a·fast moving 
boat and, on several oce?-s.ions · appeared . �6 st'op and raise a long neck out of· the · · · . 
water, look -around and thei speed off in the opposite direction . · Hollow8y :was enqu.ir­
ing if anyone_ kne·w _.of such a t-hing in. the . Bri�tol Channel-, . or could .·it have +been· a�. 
optical phenorr.enqri ca9ti'ng a dark. shq.dow .. on the· screen· of foga . Three oth�r letters. 
followed, the' firot su,ggesting that perhaps Norgaw:r had. journeyed north from its:, . , 
usual haunt off the coast of Cornwall • . The. second mentioned·Heuvelmans and .his book 
'In The Wak� o.f Sea :Ser_pe�ts' ·, · and·· said th.at it sounded that · it W!J.S

. 
one of· 

Heuvelmans' long n_ecked ·. sea serpents t:flat had been seen • .. The third was from Paul who 
said he .w as in�ere.sted in the co:r+espohdenc.e· and went on to SfiY that there were 
previous accounts from. the area·.· About 50 yea-rs earlier · t.wo fisher·rrien said they saw 
an animA-l with.'a neck. ab�ut �2 feet lon� ne��i theli' ·b0at_, 30 .. years · after that an . 
Evening Post reader claimed to. hatte seen something with a long _ neck st:iok its he�d 
out of the water in tl_le old harbour at S_ea 

·

l"lills o · ·  �nconclusi ve, ·. but · fntriguing • . 

Books 
'Lake Monster Tr�di tions � 

·
a · bross-cul tural ?nalysisr ' by ·r-'1ichel Meuger, has at 

last bee.n .pubiished · by - Fort'e9-n Tomes, 1 Shoebury Road, .Eastham, London,_ E6. 2AQ; 
priced. �12.95. It is a .large comprehensive book (320:.pages), 4 �ndexes ... (Bibliography 
&.Authority� General, Named Monste�s, People), prQfuseli illustrate� , .cram�ed with 
references. . 'The beli�vers in lake · monster.s say there ·is · somethi�g ther1e, unknown 
animal or giant-- fish; etc • . ';!'he sceptics say it is m:lsinterp:tetation of ordinary· 
things, animals or· effects, . tt-lT. �ays it is all due to folklore; legends and cultural 
background·. Not ari easy read, but · it- · 'is not :for .:th� casual reader;· it is for the 
serious st:udent of the subje�t. Also one that is .. open t·o absorbing n�w ideas -and 
outloqlr..s • .  Its coverage is world wide but biased to N�rth America l- Loch Ness . features 
but more _in passing , . as are most other areas. This '�s not a monster book as such, 
but a complex and involved thesis .·on how our. view o'f the world: and its mysteries· i·a 
affected by· our c�ltural background. 

. . . 
The n�w edition of 'Th� L�ch �ess-' Story ' ::by N·��holas' \vitchell is out on 

21st April, publishe� by Corgi Books in paperback �riced �4.�'· This ·is the revised, 
updated versi·on of hi9. 1974, aook,, which was ()ne of .the :best · on the subject. This 
edition is the best; it provides a· balanced view of the myptery'·giving th� backgrounq 
and early work at the loch, moving into the eighties with an account of Operation 
Deepscan. : .. It . includes the lat�st eonclusions about the Gargoy�e Head/Tree. Stump ,_ 
and .�idies up, other matte_rs with the benefit of 15 years hindsight . Very important . 
is �he. contribution qy Dr Denys Tucker o ·His comme,nts make very inter_esting reading� . . . 

� ��other Nessi�t.ter at ar.. end. · Thank 
.
you

. 
on.ce again for be-in_g members� Please 

let rne· have · any news ·or _ views. They are always weicome. The addres,s ·i� still·:,· 
R. R. Hepple , .--7· Huntshie_ldford, St • . . Johns Qhapel, Bishop Auckl?nd.1· Co I;>urham DL13 lRQ. 
Tel. 0388 -�373·5,·..:: S.�fbscript ion:·: UK £2.75 ,_. USA.%, .. � Ob� 

. 

Rip_·_ . .  
: .� 


